
The GriffinThe GriffinThe Griffin   

                                       

 

February 2017 www.darlandschool.co.uk 

Aspire, Apply, Achieve                                                    Ymgeisio, Gweithredu, Cyflawni       

Issue 39  

A Message from the Headteacher 

 

Delight at Oxbridge Offers for Darland Alumni  
 
Recently we were delighted to hear that three of the four students in Y13 at Coleg Cambria, who 
are former Darland students, have received offers from the premier universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge.   
 
Jodie Jeffs has been offered a place to read English literature at New College, Oxford whilst 
Kimberly Jones has been offered a place at Downing College, Cambridge to study Law.  Christian 
Smith has been offered a place at University College, Oxford to study Engineering.  
 
We are proud of them all and wish them every success in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wider Horizons Programme. 
 
Darland is launching a programme of careers based presentations for our students, especially 
those in Years 10 and 11. This has come about partly in response to a request by the students for 
more guidance and information about what different careers there are out there. It also fits in well 
with our Aspire, Apply, Achieve motto. Although we have an excellent careers’ officer in Mark 
Rodgers, we feel that our students will be inspired by hearing first hand, what it is like working in 
different industries and professions. 
 
We are therefore reaching out to parents to come and speak to our students about their careers 
and how they got where they are. Whatever job you do, if you feel comfortable with speaking to 
one of our year groups in assembly for around 10 minutes one morning, we would love to hear 
from you. Please email Mr Agnew if you are interested in helping us in this way. 

 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Tuesday 28th February - Year 9 Photographs 

Friday 3rd/Monday 6th March - French Trip to Normandy 
Wednesday 8th March - Year 9 Parents Evening 

Monday 13th March - Year 7 Examinations Commence 
Monday 20th March - Year 10 Examinations Commence 

Tuesday 4th April - Year 7 Parents Evening 
Friday 7th April - School Closes for Easter 

Monday 24th April - Training Day 
Tuesday 25th April - School Opens to all students 



DARLAND SCOOPS PEACE POSTER COMPETITION 
 

Four Year 8 students have been recognised by Wrexham Maelor Lyons Club for their Peace Posters and have been 
presented with Certificates of Appreciation and prizes at a presentation at Glyndŵr University. This was attended by 
Cllr John Pritchard, Mayor of Wrexham and Lady Mayoress Ann Pritchard.  Also present was Ann Monslow, who 
organises the annual event within the Wrexham Maelor area.  The competition is open to local students aged 11 to 13 
years of age. 

Pictured are Ella Lloyd (2nd), Megan Royce (4th), Megan Adcock (1st) and Emily Benion (3rd) 

‘WE CAN SAVE A LIFE’ 

Year 8 students have learnt life saving first aid skills with the Red Cross as part 
of their Health and Well Being morning.  Other sessions included emotional 
well being, risky pictures, solvent abuse, contraception and a session from the 
Youth Justice Service. 

Thank you to our deliverers for a very informative morning. 

 

HOT CHOCOLATE FRIDAY 

As part of the new reward system, students enjoyed 'Hot 
Chocolate Friday' with the Pastoral Team.  They were 
excited to receive  their nominations from staff and 
brought along a friend to enjoy the experience.  

Da Iawn 

YEAR 8 WEDDING OF THE YEAR 

As part of the RE course, Year 8 students study Rites of Passage.  To make it as realistic as possible, each class 

organised their own Orthodox Jewish wedding.  Everyone had a role, from Rabbi to caterers, and wedding planners.  

The hall and stage were transformed into ‘Darland Synagogue’ and the wedding reception was held in Room 26.   

A memorable experience was had by all with some superb wedding cakes too.  These are a few of the photographs 

from our wedding gallery and some comments from students involved.  Congratulations to all of the classes that took 

part. 
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SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

Football 

The year 9 boys’ team celebrated a 5-2 win against Ysgol Aberconwy in the last 16 of the Welsh Cup. They will now go 
on to face Castell Alun in the quarter finals of the competition. Good luck boys! 

Well done to the year 7-9 girls’ football team who came 3rd and 4th in the Wrexham Area football tournament on the 
1st of February. The players demonstrated excellent team work and had the opportunity to meet with the Wrexham 
FC manager, Dean Keates. 

Congratulations to the U15’s girls’ football team who made it to the last 16 of the Welsh Cup. However, they were 
knocked out after losing 4-2 to Ysgol Syr Hugh Owen (Caernarfon). 

Netball 

Well done to Sasha Aldridge, Frankie Thomas, Megan 
Adcock, Liz Wilkinson (U14’s) and Cait Williams, Caitlin 
Jones and Daisy Nelson (U16’s) who represented North 
East Wales in the Welsh Inter Counties Netball 
competition. 

Rugby 

The year 7 and 8 boys recently took part in the Wrexham Area Rugby Cup. Mr Newland and Mr Jones would like to 
praise the students for their positive contribution and excellent team work they demonstrated in the 
competition! 

The PE department would also like to congratulate Aaron Swindley (U15s), Tom Durnell (U15s) and Tom 
Walker (U16s) who continue to represent RGC East. 

Young Ambassadors 

As our year 11 Young Ambassadors prepare for their exams, the PE department and Rob Darlington (5x60 Officer) 
have been busy appointing new sports leaders. Congratulations to our newly appointed Silver Ambassadors: Caitlin 
Jones, Holly Jones, Ben Edwards and Freddie Gater. Also, well done to the following students who have been selected 
as Sports Leaders: Cait Williams, Adam Liddy, Hannah Bagby, Dylan Aldridge, Maddy Williams, Lucy Parry, Katie 
Weaver and Aaron Swindley. 

The PE department would like to thank the Year 11 Sports Leaders for all their hard work and would like to wish them 
all the luck in their future sporting endeavours. 

Sporting Representation 

Huge congratulations to Dylan Milne (Yr11) who recently became U18s World and British champion in Tae Kwon Do. 
The PE department are very proud of his hard work and commitment to his sport, and wish him the best of luck in his 
upcoming competitions! 

Lewis Parry was recently successful in the U16s Boys Cross Country competition at Dinas Bran; finishing in the top 10 
in his group. He will now go on to represent North East Wales in the Welsh finals in Brecon later on this year. Good 
luck Lewis! 

Congratulations to Morgan Thomas-Sadler who has been selected to play football for the U15 Boys Welsh Squad.  
They will be playing 2 fixtures during half term against France in Brittany - Well done 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

PART TIME VACANCIES AT DARLAND 
 

Midday Supervisors 
 
We are always on the look out for midday supervisors to join our staff in looking after our 
students during the lunch break. Employment is for one hour a day, between 12.15 and 1.30pm. 
Duties include supervision of children and litter picking. Pay is LO2 - £7.78 per hour and a lunch is 
included. 

Exam Invigilators 
Flexible Hours. 

 
We are looking for people to join our team of exam invigilators, who work very flexibly 
throughout the year. Although the hours are irregular, once you have received our basic training, 
you can work for as many or as few hours as possible. Pay is LO3 - £7.78 per hour. 
 
If you are interested in either or both of these vacancies, please contact Mrs Janice Barnes, 
Business Manager. 
 

NEWS  
FLASH 

SKI TRIP 2018 
JASPER, CANADA 

 

The 2018 ski trip letters will be  
available from Mr Coyne on 

Monday 27th February. An initial 
£150 deposit will secure a place 

on this fantastic trip. 


