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The GriffinThe GriffinThe Griffin   

                                       

Dear Parents,  
 
As we approach the end of term, I am very proud to announce the launch of our new school website. The 
website address is the same as of old (and can easily be found through Googling 'Darland'), but you will find 
that the background livery has been changed to match the forest green of our uniform and to feature the 
Darland Griffin. The new website is designed to work well on mobile phones and tablets and has a host of 
new features, which we hope will be of benefit to parents. 
 
Chief among these is the Darland App. This can be downloaded on Apple or Android app stores or from our 
web architects, Schoolsays. Downloading takes only a minute or two and we ask that all parents do this, 
remembering to 'Allow Push Notifications' when doing so. All news, messages and letters home, will be 
sent straight to the App, thereby replacing the texting service which was discontinued last month. With 
inclement weather likely after Christmas, we plan to alert parents of any school 
closures using the App. Another useful feature of the App is the school calendar, 
which will synchronise with your own calendar on your mobile phone if you 
choose, thereby ensuring that you need never miss a school event again! 
 
This week has also been significant in that after our school vote on a new girls' 
skirt, there was a resounding majority of both girls and boys who chose the green 
kilt (pictured). This choice by our students was ratified by our governing body and 
will become the official school uniform skirt from September 2016. The skirt comes 
in three lengths and is available from RAM Leisure for £19.95. In the Spring term, 
RAM Leisure will come into school to measure girls who want to wear the 
skirt, to ensure sufficient sizes are available. 
 
Please come and join us at Christ Church Rossett on the evening of Monday 
14th December for our annual Carol Concert, where we will celebrate this 
special time of year in the company of our talented musicians and actors. 
May I take this opportunity to wish all students and their families a restful 
and happy Christmas and I look forward to greeting the students for the start 
of the Spring Term on Tuesday 5th January 2016.  
 

 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

Monday 4th January - Training Day - School closed to all students 
Tuesday 5th January - School open 

Wednesday 13th January - Year 7 Crucial Crew 
Thursday 21st January - Year 11 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 3rd February - Year 9 Options Evening 
Thursday 11th February - Year 8 Choose Life - School closes for Half Term 

Monday 22nd February - School opens for all students 
 

 
 



NUMERACY WORKSHOP WORLD RALLY GB 
 
 

Year 8 students have had the opportunity to visit Wales Rally GB 
recently to gain an insight of how numeracy is used in different 
careers. 

Students were able to speak to people in a number of roles within 
business including truck drivers, engineers, mechanics, salesmen, 
health and safety officers and managing directors.  There was also the 
opportunity to experience the high octane environment of the World 
Rally Championship. 

Students commented that they felt a renewed passion for maths as they could finally see how maths 
coupled with  hard work can help them gain jobs in numerous careers in the future. 

 
THE OFFICE GIRLS 

HEAL THE WORLS TOUR 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Tuesday 8th December Years 7, 8 and 9 students were privileged enough to witness a fabulous 
performance by ‘The Office Girls’, a talented group of young ladies pursuing their dreams to sing, dance, 
pass on the meaning of cyber bullying and to distribute the meaning of discrimination.  
 
The Office Girls were put together by Simon Cowell’s former boss and Marvin Howell who has worked with 
the likes of Britney Spears, Lady Gaga, Christine Aguilera and many more. Each group member auditioned 
separately against 1000s of talented people who wanted to have the same future as the girls.  The name 
‘Office Girls’ was decided because each of the girls worked in an office or was training at university for a job 
other than singing, just incase they didn’t land their singing careers.  
 
The girls have been together for just under a year and Dime –Diva writes all the songs that they perform 
together. As a group their best experience was making their music video ‘Heal the World’.  
Everyone had a brilliant  time and engaged with the group and took on board their message of ‘stand up to 
discrimination’ and the advice they gave us to keep ourselves safe online. 
 

 

 

 

Reported by MEGAN ADCOCK AND FRANKIE THOMAS YR7. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPLASHING THE CASH FOR PUDSEY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Staff and students wholeheartedly supported the BBC’s ‘Children in Need’ this year by hosting numerous 
events which included a non uniform day, wear your onesie to school, cake sale and guess how many 
sweets are in the jar.  As you can see, everyone entered into the spirit of the day including our male 
teachers who challenged the female teachers to a game of netball. Despite valiant efforts, the boys were 
yet again defeated. 

The magnificent sum of £1093.57 was raised and a huge THANK YOU to all those involved. 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

NUMERACY IN THE WORKPLACE 
 

Students from Year 8 were privileged enough to receive representatives from business into school.  A host 
of employer led workshops gave an insight into how much numeracy is needed in all career choices, from 
army to finance companies.  A great day was had by all and the students are already thinking about 
possible careers for the future.   
 

NEWS FROM THE OUTDOORS 
 

A group from Year 8 and two groups from Year 9 have been taking part in the Dorland 
Forest School Programme. This involves them braving the weather to venture outside and 
learn new outdoor skills such as species investigation, tracking, fire-lighting and map 
reading. 
 
Also, a group from Year 10 have been helping to grow food at school.  Around fifty boxes of 
fruit and veg have been used in the school canteen. 

So, the chances are, if you have had school dinners this year you've probably eaten some 
home-grown Darland veggies. 

 

ASPIRING LINGUISTS 
 

International business man Tim Penn visited Darland High School on Wednesday 2nd of 
December. He took the opportunity to speak to year 9 students regarding the 
importance of studying languages at GCSE level and beyond. Tim Penn linked his own life 
experiences to the aspirations of our pupils and amplified the opportunities that 
studying French at GCSE can provide.     



NUMERACY CHALLENGE…  

The author of the best correct solution will receive a prize.  A prize will also be awarded to the author of a 
randomly selected correct solution.   
 

Solutions should be handed to Dr Edwards by 15th January 2016. 
 
Use the digits 1, 9, 9, and 6 (in that order) to make the following numbers: 8, 32, 35, 38, 72, 73, 76, 77, and 
100.  You may use the operations +, –, ´, ¸, √, and brackets.  For example, to make 105, we could say, 
1´99+6, since we are obliged to do the multiplication first and then add the 6. 
 

Good Luck! 
 

DEBATING THE BIG ISSUES 
Former student William Antony, Cambridge University Graduate 

It has been an absolute delight to return to my former school and set up the Darland Debating Club with 
Year 10 students. At lunchtime on Tuesdays, we have engaged in interactive debates on topical (and 
controversial) issues, such as the airstrikes in Syria and on whether the UK should possess nuclear weapons. 
In particular, Sam Williams, Amy Lloyd, Luke Williams, Joshua Quinn and Kieran Adams have presented 
impressive speeches and we look forward to hearing from others in the future. At each club meeting, the 
speakers are also challenged by the audience on their arguments, which leads to a lively atmosphere in the 
club! Next term we will take the society to the next level and start competitive debating. 

REMEMBRANCE 

On 11th November there was an impeccably observed two minute silence at Darland.  
At 11am, the school bell was the signal for The Last Post to be played by Year 11 
student James Cupit.  Students, staff and visitors stood in silence to remember those 
who gave their lives for the freedom which we all enjoy today.  Prefects and senior 
staff also represented Darland at Christ Church, Rossett and at the War Memorial in 
Wrexham on Remembrance Sunday. 

 

CATERING AWARDS 

Congratulations to Mrs Angela Davies and Ms Patsy Bell, catering assistants 
at Darland for passing their City and Guilds NVQ Diploma, Level 2 in Food 
and Beverage Service.  Well Done Ladies. 

CLAYS FARM VISIT 

A group of Year 8 students from the ALN department recently took part in a golf skills course as part of the 
Wrexham 5x60 sports participation initiative.  This took place at Clays Farm Golf Club over a six-week 
period, and culminated in the students participating in a golf festival where they were able to show off their 
new skills. 

 

 

 

 



SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS 
 

The PE Department has enjoyed a  very busy  Autumn Term  
 

NEWS FROM THE PITCH 
 

 

Year 7 have had a very promising start to their time at Darland.  They have recorded victories over Dinas 
Bran, Ruabon, Maelor Penley,  King’s School and were extremely unlucky to lose 4-2 on penalties to Grango 
in the Welsh Cup. 
 
Year 8 have experienced an extremely successful term remaining unbeaten throughout with victories over 
Bryn Alyn, Maelor, Clywedog, Rhosnesni and King’s School, Chester. 
 
Year 9, despite defeats to Rhosnesni and King’s School, have progressed in the Welsh Cup with a good 
victory over Elfed School, Buckley and now meet Bryn Alyn in the next round. 
 
Sadly quite a few Year 10 fixtures have been cancelled but they enjoyed a comfortable victory over Bryn 
Alyn school. Our Year 11 team have played in some very close games losing 3-2 to King’s School and 
drawing with Maelor School, Penley.   

 

DARLAND v SHREWSBURY SCHOOL 

The Year 9 and 11 teams visited Shrewsbury School for a friendly game in November.  We are grateful to 
our hosts who provided the students with lunch and tea and excellent playing facilities.  Both teams won 
very hard fought games. 
 
 
 

 
 

CHESTER MARATHON 
 

As part of our efforts in the community, the GCSE PE group rose early on a Sunday to provide drinks to the runners in 
the Chester Marathon.  A particular thank you to these students who volunteered their services to make the 
marathon a success. 

NETBALL 
 
The Year 11 girls had their final ever netball tournament for Darland in November, the Ann Smart.  They had a 
fantastic afternoon playing against the other Wrexham schools.  They had an excellent run through the group stages, 
reaching the final but were narrowly defeated.  May I thank them on their dedication and commitment over the past 
five years, they have been a great team to work with. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



TAEKWONDO GOLD FOR SIBLINGS 
 
Dylan & Lauren Milne have recently competed in the TAGB British Championships and were successful in winning the 
following medals:  Dylan Milne won 2 Gold medals in Sparring and Tag Team, and his sister won a gold in the sparring 
and a Bronze in the Tag Team.  We are very proud of their achievements and look forward to seeing what 2016 brings.  

 
INTERNATIONAL ICE DANCE  

AND FIGURE SKATING CHAMPION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 7 student Megan Clarke has successfully competed on the International Ice skating circuit.  Her dedication to 
training every day at Deeside leisure Centre has been rewarded  by  winning 8 gold medals and 4 plaques in the U12s 
section.  Well done Megan. 

CROSS COUNTRY  
Approximately 45 youngsters represented the school in the annual Wrexham Cross Country Championships at 
Wrexham Rugby Club.  Both the Year 7 boys and Year 9 girls won the team events and as an individual Owen Czerniak 
won the Year 7 individual title. 
 
Rachel McLean, Louisa Hallam, Owen Czerniak, Alex Palmer, Elliot Orton, Kian Hamlington, Jack Bagnall, Kayleigh 
Wittenbrink, Morgan Churchill, Holly Pemberton, Adam Liddy, Millie Bailey and Ffion Halliwell all finished in the first 
top ten places in their race and will represent Wrexham at the Cross Country Championships in January at Llangollen. 

 
 

     URDD GYMNASTICS 
 
Fifteen girls from Year 7 to 11 recently competed in the Wrexham and Flint Urdd Gymnastics Tournament in 
Queensway.  250 girls from across the region competed and Darland had their most successful results to date.  Emily 
Owen, Katherine Roberts and Millie Bailey between them won in the KS4 pair and trio event and will be representing 
the school and area in Aberystwyth next February.  Jade Edwards, Holly Jones and Robyn Jones came second in the 
KS3 trio, Frankie Thomas and Megan Adcock came third in the KS3 pair and Sophie Templeman, Beth Harrop and Ella 
Jones came third in their trio.  The school came third in the group event, Jess Owen, Meg Royce, Frankie Thomas, 
Megan Adcock, Beth Harrop, Ellen Jones, Sophie Templeman and Lilly Gilbert took part in this competition.  A huge 
congratulations to them all and good luck to those who are through to the next round. 

 

BIG BANG@WALES GB 
 

On November 13th, 13 Year 10 students were lucky enough to attend the Big Bang 
Event held at the Toyota factory in Deeside. We were greeted by Toyota staff who 
suited us up for a tour around their factory. It was fascinating to all the lengthy levels 
of production which goes into the making of the engines and how far technology has 
progressed through time. Back in the main convention hall, there were many exciting 
STEM activities such as seeing The Bloodhound vehicle up close, participating in 
virtual reality and even attempting to create our own speed record with vehicles 
made out of K'nex. All in all it was a wonderful day and we learnt a lot from the trip! 

 

Reported by Year 10 students OWAIN WILLIAM and TOBY JONES  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SHOE BOX APPEAL 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you to those who supported the Teams4U Shoebox Appeal this year.  We produced 18 boxes, which 
have already gone to Romania and will be gratefully received by the children.   
 
We aim next year to have much more of an impact, and support this worthy charity. 

 

DARLAND  
CHRISTMAS CARD DESIGNS 2015 

Capturing Christmas, a selection of seasonal Christmas cards created by our budding  
Year 11 GCSE Photography students. 

 

 



 
 


