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The GriffinThe GriffinThe Griffin   

                                       

Dear Parents,  

 
As we approach the final week of term, it is my privilege to present this final Griffin of 2016. This 
edition brings news of the many activities that students have been engaged in, from visiting the 
First World War battlefields of Belgium, to working with our cluster primary schools on science 
projects. Our final week brings our annual ‘Darland’s Got Talent’ concert on Wednesday 14th 
December (7pm), please support this evening if you can. We have a huge cast and a staggering 
array of performances, not least the ‘Story of the Grinch’, by our Year 7 and 8 drama group, who 
have been rehearsing all term. Our Carol Service takes place on Monday 12th in Christ Church 
Rossett. This is always a sparkling affair, showcasing our talented musicians and performers. 

We received the very welcome news this autumn that Estyn, after visiting us last summer and 
reviewing our record breaking exam results, have removed us from the schools they are 
monitoring. The North Wales school improvement service have now categorised the school as a 
‘Yellow’ or ‘Good’ school, an important accolade. Our task now is to achieve ‘Green’ or ‘Excellent’ 
status, something we are confident we will achieve, given the quality of our staff and our 
improvement plans. To read more about the improvement work taking place at the school, please 
download the Governors’ Annual Report to Parents’ from our website, or request a hard copy 
from the school office. 

Please may I remind parents / carers that the last day of term is Friday 16th December. Following 
our tradition of many years, we will be taking the majority of our students on a reward trip to the 
cinema in the morning. In the afternoon we will be holding our school carol service in the sports 
hall. This will be a non-uniform day. School will open again for all pupils on Wednesday 4th 
January. 

May I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

Monday 3rd January - Training Day - School closed to all students 
Wednesday 4th January - School open to students 

Thursday 12th January - Year 7 Crucial Crew 
Tuesday 17th January - Year 11 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 18th January - Year 11 Health and Well-being Morning 
Wednesday 1st February - Year 9 Options Evening 

Thursday 2nd February - Parent Forum 7pm 
Wednesday 8th February - Year 10 Parents Evening 

Thursday 9th February - Year 8 Health and Well Being Morning 
Friday 17th February - School closes for Half Term 

Monday 27th February - School opens for all students 
 

 



POP/PUNK BAND ‘WHITE ESKIMO’ 
VISIT DARLAND 

The energetic pop/punk band 'White Eskimo' from 
the North of England visited Darland to perform in 
front of Years 7 and 8.  The band have been 
travelling to various UK locations, and visited 40 
schools in November, we were lucky to be one of 
them.  'White Eskimo' performed their music and 
also delivered a drug and peer pressure message 
supporting the programs developed by the charity 
D.A.R.E. 

This band formed at music college and their distinctive sound has brought them success, such as 
supporting the likes of McBusted on tour.  Their other claim to fame is that Harry Styles from 'One 
Direction' was one of the founding members.  Please take time to check out their latest video 
'Game Time' on YouTube. 
 

 

Staff and students wholeheartedly supported the BBC’s ‘Children in Need’ this 
year by hosting numerous events which included a non uniform day. 

The magnificent sum of £783.56 was raised  

A huge THANK YOU to all those involved. 
 

 

DARLAND REMEMBERS 

An impeccably observed two minute silence was held at Darland. At 11am 
the school bell was the signal for The Last Post to be played by Year 10 
student Robert Tarver. Students, staff and visitors stood in silence to 
remember those who gave their lives for the freedom which we all enjoy 
today.  Prefects and senior staff also represented Darland at Christ Church, 
Rossett and at the War Memorial in Wrexham on Remembrance Sunday. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPLASHING THE CASH FOR PUDSEY 



History Battlefields trip 

A group of year 9 students set off early from school on Friday 
18th November and headed towards the Channel. Their 
destination was Ypres in Belgium, the scene of much conflict 
during the First World War. In the early evening they were 
given a warm welcome by Bruno at the hotel and were 
treated to a delicious meal. At 8 o’clock we went to witness 
the Last Post at the Menin Gate, a salute to the fallen by the 
Belgium Fire Brigade that is carried out every single night. It 
has been played since 1928 when a number of prominent 
citizens in Ypres decided that some way should be found to 

express the gratitude of the Belgian nation towards those who had died for its freedom and 
independence. Elin Jones, Dale Davies and Georgina Gibbs laid a poppy wreath on behalf of 
Darland School during the two minutes silence. 

The next day our first stop was Essex Farm Cemetery. In the cemetery we found the grave of the 
youngest soldier to die in the First World War - Private Rifleman Valentine Joe Strudwick who was 
only 15 when he died on 14th January 1916. The cemetery also held the body of Thomas Barratt 
who acted as a scout on a successful patrol, killing two enemy snipers and covering his battalion’s 
withdrawal, only to be killed by a shell on his return. He was awarded the Victoria Cross 
posthumously. 

Next on the itinerary was a visit to Langemark German Cemetery. A sombre atmosphere where 
40,000 German soldiers were laid to rest, many of whom had been students who were cut down 
in the battle which was to become known as the ‘Slaughter of the Innocents’. Tyne Cot cemetery 
was four times the size yet contained the graves of 12,000 British soldiers. 

We visited the Passchendaele museum where students had the chance to walk around 
reconstructed dugouts and trench systems. The village of Passchendaele was the scene of the 
Third Battle of Ypres in 1917 when over 300,000 British soldiers died taking this small village. 

Before we boarded the bus back to Blighty we had time to do some chocolate shopping. A few 

Euros lighter but a little heavier we left the chocolate shop. The Darland Pals Battalion was 

returning back to Blighty with minimum casualties. 

 

 



 

DARLAND STUDENTS  
BRIGHTEN UP ROSSETT 

 

 

 

 

 

A group of Year 10 students carried out a litter pick  in the local community.  Ifor Harris, Finn Davies, Harry Pirouet, 
Matthew Edwards and Daniel Clarke planted daffodils and hyacinths and collected two bags full of litter in a bid to 
improve the local environment as part of their Princes Trust Awards. 

 

 
 
 
 

SCIENCE PRIMARY CHALLENGE 
 

Primary schools science challenge mornings delivering active learning with Darland High 
School science teachers and their team of Year 11 Ambassadors . 
 
“We did a fun activity to teach them about the National Grid in both poor and wealthy 
countries” - Year 11 students Katie Malone and Bethan Williams 
 
The grid was recreated by using the pupils as pylons and cities with string to show the wires.  
The focus of the sessions was renewable and non renewable  energy,  their advantages and 
disadvantages.  The year four pupils designed and created wind powered cars which when 
decorated were used to compete to see which would go the furthest.  The sail cars were 
very popular and they liked competing for the chocolate prize.  We are looking forward to 
welcoming the year fours into Darland when they come to complete their project. 
 

 

NEW PARTNERSHIPS FOR DARLAND  
 

We would like to thank the following businesses and individuals for their on-going support for Darland High School.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Odeon Cinema 

 
 
 
Tenpin Bowling 

 
 
 

M&S Bank 

 
 

 
SG Estates 

 

 

 

Excell Supply 



Darland PE dept. Sporting Highlights! 

An extremely busy and successful half term for the department, take a look at our many highlights below. 

NEWS FROM THE PITCH 

Well done to the year 7 boy’s squad for their excellent teamwork throughout their Welsh cup journey. Unfortunately 
they were knocked out of the competition in the third round in a well fought defeat to Hawarden High School.  

The year 8 football team remain unbeaten so far; keep up the great work in the New Year boys!! 

Well done to the year 9 boys team who are through to the next round of the Welsh Cup. Their next match is due to be 
played against Ysgol Brynhyfryd. We will keep you updated with their progress in the New Year edition of the Griffin.  

The year 9 and 10 girls football team have also been successful this term, beating St Bridget's (Denbigh) with a very 
convincing 6-1 score line. They now move onto the National Rounds; best of luck in the next game girls! 

NETBALL NEWS 

Congratulations to the following girls who have been selected to represent North East Wales in Netball. U14s: Frankie 
Thomas, Megan Adcock, Sasha Aldridge and Liz Wilkinson. U16s: Caitlin Jones, Cait Williams and Daisy Nelson best of 
luck to you all in the Welsh Intercounties tournament in January! 

This November saw the year 8 and 10 netball teams represent Darland at the Urdd Welsh Schools netball tournament 
in Cardiff. Both teams played to an excellent standard, proving their skill and ability, missing out on a place in the 
quarter finals by just one point and one goal respectively. The students were fabulous ambassadors for the PE 
Department. Da iawn chi genod / well done girls! 

Rugby 

Well done to the year 11 rugby team who made it through to the semi-finals of the 
North East Wales Schools Competition. 

Gymnastics 

A huge congratulations to Jacob Edwards (Yr9) who is now British Champion for his age group in gymnastics after his 
recent success in Cardiff. The PE department are very proud of you and would like to wish you the best of luck for all 
your competitions in 2017. 

Miss Gardner would like to thank all the students who represented Darland at the North East Wales Urdd gymnastics 
competition on Wednesday 23rd November. All the girls demonstrated great skill and an excellent work ethic with 
their commitment to rehearsals. The results are as follows – 

KS3 Pair – 2nd - Grace Halford and Bonnie Silman-Monks. 
3rd – Sophie Templeman and Ella Jones. 
4th – Jess Owens and Megan Royce 
6th – Frankie Thomas and Megan Adcock 
KS3 Trio – 3rd – Hattie Tynan, Frankie Thomas and Megan Adcock. 
KS3 Group – 3rd for Darland High School. 
KS4 Pair – 2nd – Jade Edwards and Holly Jones 
3rd – Emily Owen and Katie Hennessey. 
KS4 Trio – 3rd - Jade Edwards, Holly Jones and Emily Owen 

 

 



Cross Country 

The Wrexham Schools Cross Country competition took place on Thursday 24th November at Ysgol Morgan Llwyd. All 
the runners from Darland demonstrated great effort on the course on a chilly November afternoon. A particular 
mention goes to Grace Meredith (Yr7), Nia Halliwell (Yr7), Ryan Thomas (Yr7), Morgan Churchill (Yr9), Holly 
Pemberton (Yr9), Ffion Halliwell (Yr11) and Sophie Hodson (Yr10) who all qualified in the top 10 of their age 
categories, and have been selected to represent Wrexham in the North East Wales competition in the New Year. 

Badminton 

Finally, on Friday 3rd December, 20 students represented Darland at the Wrexham Schools Badminton competition. 
The Year 7 and 8 teams competed in the morning, with the boys achieving a very respectable 4th place, and the girls 
3rd. The year 9 and 10 teams competed in the afternoon, the girls placed 3rd and both boys’ teams reached the semi-
finals. Well done to all those who took part for their excellent sportsmanship. 

A big thank you to all those who continue to attend the number of extra-curricular clubs every week, take a look at the 
new timetable for the Spring term and try something new! 

WCBC SPORTS AWARDS 

On Thursday 3rd November 2016, the Wrexham County Borough Council Sports Awards event took place at Brymbo 
Sports & Social Complex. The prestigious event highlights and values the excellent work of local people in local 
communities in and around Wrexham and recognises and honours the achievements of athletes, coaches and 
volunteers looking to achieve sporting excellence in the area. 

A number of Darland pupils were involved with the event. 

Jacob Edwards, Year 9, of Wrexham Olympus Gymnastics Club was nominated for the Junior Sports Personality of the 
Year category. Amongst Jacob’s achievements this year were; qualifying in first place at the Welsh Qualifiers to 
compete against the rest of Britain; finishing in second place in the Welsh Championships and in the process qualifying 
to represent the Welsh Celtic Cup team where he was team captain, won team gold, individual silver & gained a 
personal best score; and won in the Welsh Grades & qualified for the British Finals. 

Iwan Thomas & Joe Evans, both Year 11, were shortlisted for Junior Volunteer of the Year. Joe and Iwan were both 
appointed Silver Hockey Ambassadors for Wrexham Glyndwr Hockey Club and have attended various training courses 
required to carry out the role. Both have delivered hockey to younger pupils at their old primary school and assisted in 
the delivery on the day alongside Wrexham Glyndwr Hockey Club and St Christopher’s School to run the very first 
Disability Hockey Festival in Wales and supported the Health Day event at St Christopher’s School. They also both help 
coach every Saturday morning at junior training. 

Finally, Emily Owen (pictured on the left receiving her 
award), Year 11, won the Junior Volunteer of the Year award 
along with Chole Howes of Rhosnesni High School. Emily has 
so far completed over 50 hours of volunteering within the 
5x60 and extra-curricular programme at school. She was 
recently appointed Gold Young Ambassador for Wrexham 
and has previously been a Silver Young Ambassador for the 
school. 

Emily has assisted in a variety of primary school transition 
sessions. She coaches and choreographs Key Stage 3 girls 
gymnastics sessions and has also attended numerous 
coaching courses such as Sports Leaders, Gymnastics Leaders 

           and Keeping Safe in Sport. 

All of the pupils must be praised for their excellent achievements during this year and we wish them well in their 
future sporting ventures.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sessions start back  
w/b 9

th
 January! 

School Sport Extra-Curricular 

Timetable for Spring Term 

(Jan- Feb) 2017 

LUNCHTIME AFTER SCHOOL 

Monday 

Cricket - All Years 
Sports Hall 

 
Year 8 Inter-form 
Dodgeball—Gym 

Badminton  
All Years 

Sports Hall 

Tuesday 

Badminton 
All Years 

Sports Hall 

Netball   
Years 7 & 8 
Sports Hall 

 
Ju-jitsu 

All Years 
Gym 

Wednesday 

Netball 
Year 10 & 11 
Sports Hall 

 
Table Tennis 

All Years 
Gym (max 18) 

Girls Football 
All Years 

Field/Sports Hall 
 

Dance 
All Years 

Sports Hall 
 

Rugby 
All Years 

Basketball 
All Years 

 
Gymnastics 

All Years 
 

Netball Fixtures 

Netball 
Year 9 

Sports Hall 
Thursday 

Friday 
5-a-side  
Year 10 

Sports Hall 



 
 


