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A Message from the Headteacher 
 

We hope you enjoy this Easter edition of The Griffin. As always, it has been a busy term at Darland. 

Last Friday, the school raised £682.35 for Sports Relief, with an entertaining mix of staff 

versus student races at lunchtime; the most memorable being a Space Hopper race. This Thursday, 
we are again fundraising, this time for National Autism Day, a charity very close to our hearts. We 
will also be holding our annual Eisteddfod for Year 7, something we are very much looking forward 
to.  
 
This has also been a term of exams, with our Year 11 taking exams in English and Maths and our 
Year 10 facing a whole week of exams in February. We are acutely aware that so much rides on 
the performance of our Year 11 students, not just in Maths, but in all exam courses and as a 
consequence, we have gone to great lengths to ensure that they have all the support they need 
for the summer exams. This newsletter reaches you at the beginning of the Easter holidays, but 
the school will be open throughout, with our staff holding many revision classes. Please do not 
forget that if your child is in Years 7, 8 and 9, they will also be sitting National Tests in Literacy and 
Numeracy in early May. Revision materials for these will be posted on Show My Homework and 
we encourage all students to spend some time over the Easter break familiarising themselves with 
the sort of questions they will encounter.   
 
Elsewhere in the newsletter, you will be able to read of the success of our trips and of our 
continued triumphs on the sports field; evidence if it be needed, that Darland produces well 
rounded and polite individuals. 
 
Happy Easter! 

 

 

 
 
 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

Monday 11th April - Training Day School closed to all students 
Thursday 28th April - Year 8 Parents Evening 

Monday 2nd May - May Bank Holiday, school closed 
Friday 27th May - School closes for Half Term 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
AMAZING SCIENCE  EXPLORED 

 

Mr Roberts, one of our Physics teachers, was lucky enough to be 
selected to visit CERN in Geneva, Switzerland. This meant he got 
to experience life at one of the leading Science institutes in the 
world. He was delivered lectures by some of the best scientists 
alive in our world today and given guided tours of the state of the 
art multi-billion pound facilities, from the Large Hadron Collider 
to the Anti-Matter Factory, and not forgetting the room where 
the World Wide Web was invented. He was amazed to see how 
scientists at CERN are able to do unbelievable things, such as 
accelerating particles close to the speed of light! These 
experiments aim to find answers to difficult questions, such as 
how did the universe begin, and have even lead to saving lives 

with lots of medical applications coming from these results. However, the most impressive aspect of CERN 
for him was seeing the large amount of Welsh people in key roles there. He got to shake hands with DR Lyn 
Evans (son of a miner who was raised on a poor council estate in South Wales), a director at CERN and one 
of the most influential physicists in the world. He, along with many of the scientists at CERN, show that 
anyone can get their dream job regardless of their background. 

DHS DEBATING CLUB VISITS PARLIAMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 10 Darland Debating Club visited the Houses of Parliament in London recently, where they were 
given a guided tour of the beautiful buildings within parliament and learnt about relevant aspects of British 
history and politics including standing above the cellar of Guy Fawkes’ ill-fated attempt to destroy 
parliament. 

Following this, the students attended a Question and Answer session with Wrexham's MP Ian Lucas. The 
students particularly impressed both the MP and their teachers by asking some probing, interesting and well 
researched questions. They were also lucky enough to be able to watch a live debate within the House of 
Commons. It was a fantastic opportunity for the school's Debating Club to see what they had learnt in action 
in a political workplace. 

COOKING UP A TREAT 

Two Year 10 students, Rhys Siddle-Hatfield and Joe Jones, were recently able to demonstrate their culinary 
talents when they invited the ALN Departments Mrs Felsbergs and Mrs Williams to lunch at Coleg Cambria.  
Rhys and Joe, who study catering part-time at the college, prepared, cooked and served the meal 
themselves.  Their two guests thoroughly enjoyed the delicious treat and were very impressed with the 
dedication shown by the boys to the art of food! 

http://darland.wrexham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/parliament_2016-03-01_14-11-11.jpg


 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NORMANDY/PARIS TRIP 
 
The French trip was a great success and I would like to thank all the students for making it such a memorable trip. 
 
We left Darland at 11.00pm on Thursday 3rd March for our journey to Portsmouth to catch the ferry.  Once off the ferry 
at Caen, we only had a short drive until we reached our first destination “Chateau du Baffy”.  Whilst we were in 
Normandy, we visited the very busy Bayeux market and the Bayeux Tapestry.  Next, we travelled to the goats cheese 
farm, where we had a short talk about the making of goats cheese and got to try the different cheeses.  During the 
evening meal at the chateau we had a tasting session of frog’s legs and snails before setting off to the tenpin bowling 
alley. 
 
We had an early start on Sunday to make our way to Paris.  We wandered around by Notre Dame, visiting various gift 
shops and taking in the sights.  Then we were on our way to the Eiffel Tower where we got the lift to the second level.  
It was such a clear day, we could see for miles.  We made the short walk from the Eiffel Tower to the boat for our trip 
down the River Seine. 
 
We arrived back in school safely after a whirlwind few days in France. 
 
“The trip was thoroughly enjoyable.  I particularly enjoyed the visit to the Eiffel Tower and Bayeux Tapestry.  The Eiffel 
Tower is utterly amazing” - Arwen Warwick-Jones 
 
“On the trip to France I really enjoyed the whole experience as it was a great opportunity to get to know the teachers 
and the other students better.  I enjoyed spending time with my friends on the ferry.  I also enjoyed going up the Eiffel 
Tower and hearing Mr Jones’ amazing jokes.  Emily Tynan also conquered her fear of heights.  All the teachers and 
students were very kind and I think we all had a great time” - Emily Baines 

 
Young Shots Introduction Day 

Saturday 2nd June 2016 
 
Last term, both Years 10 and 9 enjoyed a brilliant day at the Commonwood Fisheries ground in 
Borras, learning how to shoot clay pigeons. The organisation who put this activity on for the school, 
‘The British Association for Shooting and Conservation’, based in Rossett, are offering to organise 
another day of field sports for all Darland students for an amazing £20. 
 
This specially organised activity, led by qualified instructors, will take place between 10am to 
3.30pm. It is open to all pupils of Darland, from all years. The activities provided will be airgun 
shooting, clay pigeon shooting, coarse fishing and the opportunity to see a gun dog demonstration. 
Lunch is included as well. If you are interested, please use the link below to book your place.  

http://bit.ly/1pIVk0o 
 



 
 

On the morning of Wednesday, 16th March, our Year 10 students took part in a Mock Interview.   Local companies 
were invited to come along and formally interview them, in preparation for when they leave school.   Students had to 
prepare a CV in advance and present themselves in a confident and professional manner.  All proved to be great 
ambassadors for the school and the feedback from our visitors was all very positive.  Well done Year 10! 

Special thanks to Delmar World, The Learning Collective, Excell Supply, Odeon Cinema, Santander, Barclays Bank, 
Moneysupermarket, Coleg Cambria, Glyndwr University, Woodlands Ltd, Signature Leather, Tata Steel, HMRC, Army 
Careers Office, Ramboll UK Ltd and Wrexham/Erddig Rotary Clubs. 

 
YEAR 4 INTERNATIONAL DAY 

On Friday 4th March, twelve Year 9 students took part in an International Day to celebrate the Rio 2016 Olympics with 
190 year 3 and 4 pupils from local primary schools including Holt CP, Park CP, St Peters, All Saints and Rofft.  The 
students greeted the primary schools when they arrived and took them to the hall where they were introduced to two 
visitors who had organised a number of activities for them to take part in throughout the day, including aspects from 
the Brazilian culture. 

Each group of pupils had the opportunity to take part in three different activities, learning new things about the 
Brazilian lifestyle and having lots of fun whilst doing so.  The pupils enjoyed creating Brazilian masks, learning cultural 
dances and taking part in a drumming session.  Whilst learning many new skills the pupils were also able to get a taste 
of what Darland is like and our Year 9 students also found the sessions very enjoyable to watch and didn’t hesitate to 
join in with the Brazilian dancing and learnt just as much as the primary schools about the Brazilian culture.  Overall, 
International Day was very successful and the pupils were able to return to school with a great knowledge of Brazil 
and the traditional ways in which they will celebrate the Olympics in Rio this year.   

Written by Year 9 students Kate Sellwood and Elicia Mackay 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 YEAR 10 MOCK INTERVIEW DAY 



 
 
 

On Friday 18th March, students and staff donned their sports gear to be part of Sports Relief 2016.  Sport Relief is an 
opportunity to raise awareness about keeping fit, as well as raising money for some of society’s most vulnerable 
people, both in Africa and here in Britain. Students and staff, entered into the spirit of the day by enjoying a non 
uniform day and with the highlight being the highly entertaining students v staff relay races.  

 
As well as generating much needed funds for the charity, a great time was had by all.  

A staggering £682.35 was raised  

Staff were victorious, winning 3 out of the 5 events 
WELL DONE EVERYONE! 

 
 STUDENTS RAISE MONEY 

FOR SPORTS RELIEF 



SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS 
 

                        
NEWS FROM THE PITCH 

In the Spring term the Year 8 and Year 7 teams continued their successful season.  The Year 8 team remained 
undefeated throughout the season whilst the Year 7 team were practically undefeated throughout the season only 
losing once on penalties in the Welsh Cup. 

RUGBY UNION 

The Year 10 rugby team competed in the Wrexham Area Schools tournament winning all their games to eventually 
win the tournament.   Within the squad, Tom Walker, Ewan Davies, Daniel Jones and George Jackson have all been 
members of the RGC squad throughout the season. 

                                               GYMNASTICS 

 
Year 8 student Jacob Edwards performed extremely well at the recent Welsh Championships and has been selected 
for the Welsh national Team. 

Congratulations to Emily Owen and Katherine Roberts who were successful at the recent National Urdd gymnastics 
competition held in Aberystwyth earlier this year. The girls were awarded 2nd place for their pairs routine, as well as 
2nd place for their trio routine with Millie Bailey. 
Holly Jones, Jade Edwards and Robyn Jones were also successful in making it through to the final at Aberystwyth, 

placing 4th overall in the Key Stage 3 competition. 

 
NETBALL NEWS 

 
On Wednesday 16th March, the year 7 and 8 netball team participated in the Wrexham Schools annual netball 
tournament. Both teams played six matches in a round robin tournament. The Year 7 team were successful in winning 
all their matches and were crowned winners of the tournament. The Year 8 girls won four out of their six matches and 
were awarded third place for their efforts. Well done to the following students for representing Darland in an 
excellent afternoon of sport; 
Liz Wilkinson, Megan Adcock, Frankie Thomas, Charlotte Monk, Jemma Birch, Sasha Aldridge(Captain), Ellie Tarran, 
Louisa Hallam, Rachel McLean, Megan Williams and Grace Bithell (Y7).  
Bethan Williams, Beth Harrop, Ella Hunter, Sarah Ashfield (Captain), Millie Tweedie, Elin Davies, Grace Giddings and 
Sophie Templeman (Y8). 
 
Congratulations to the following students who represented North East Wales at the Welsh inter-counties netball 
tournament in Cardiff. The county were very successful, and the school are very proud of the following year 9 girls for 
their contribution to this success; Caitlin Jones, Maddy Williams, Emily Prandle, Ffion Birkbeck, Cait Williams. 

 

CRICKET NEWS 

 

Some of our year 7 and 8 girls have recently been given the opportunity to develop their cricketing skills with Jamie 

Griffiths (Cricket development officer). Two teams represented Darland in the North Wales girls’ indoor cricket 

tournament, which was held at Deeside on Friday 11th March. Both teams displayed excellent catching skills and 

batting ability, with one team successfully making it to the final and placing as runners up. Well done to all the 

students involved!  

 



 
 

 

 

The diagram shows a partially filled number pyramid.  Each rectangle contains a number which is the sum of the 
two numbers immediately below it (e.g. 47 + ??? = 105).  What is the value of x? 

 

 
 

Solutions should be submitted to Dr Edwards by 15th April 2016.   
All correct solutions will be entered into a prize draw. 

 
NAME:______________________________________________________     FORM:__________________ 

 
 

THINK B4 U CLICK 

PC Debbie Barker the School Community Police Officer (SCPO) 
has visited school to deliver an assembly  ‘Think B4 U Click’, 
which encourages children to consider what they are doing 
online and sending inappropriate pictures / videos “sexting”. 
 
Following from PC Barker’s talk, the students were engaged in a 
drama workshop with actors from the 2engage performing 
arts.  They performed “Risking it all” addressing inappropriate 
phone and compute use and risky behaviour.  A hard-hitting 
piece of verbatim theatre for schools looking at risk taking 
behaviour, e-safety and the safe guarding of young 
people.  Aimed at Year 9 students and could adversely impact 
some young people due to the issues covered. 
 
For further information about the performance, please follow us on at www.schoolbeat.org .  We are on 
Facebook and Twitter too! 

 

 

STUDENTS SHARE THE MESSAGE OF PEACE 

Every year, Wrexham Maelor Lions Club holds a peace poster 
competition and the latest winners have been unveiled. 

Mayor of Wrexham Cllr Barbara Roxburgh was amongst the 
dignitaries present to congratulate the winners and hand over 
certificates at a ceremony held at Glyndwr University.  The Lions’ 
International Peace Poster competition takes place annually and 
involves students from local schools designing a poster to promote 
peace globally.  The winners are then entered into a regional 
competition.   

https://email.wrexham.gov.uk/OWA/redir.aspx?SURL=8Y5Ow6NtpLqnABz5E2ld-ftinPP1uneu2tuKQb_yBguuXiqXkFHTCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwB3AHcAdwAuAHkAbwB1AHQAdQBiAGUALgBjAG8AbQAvAHcAYQB0AGMAaAA_AHYAPQBzAEwAUgBfAEwANQB5AHoAQwBzADAA&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fwatch


 
  

 

HAPPY EASTER HOLIDAYS 


