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A Message from the Headteacher  
 
It hardly seems as if seven weeks have passed since we opened our 
doors at the start of a new term. Darland is settling down to its 
routines and there is a real atmosphere of positivity following our 
superb exam results in the summer.  
 
Last week, the whole school took part in a sponsored walk along the 
lanes behind the school, to Ithel’s Bridge, a walk of some 3 miles. Our 
quest was to raise £5,000 for our new link school in Uganda, Africa. 
Nyabigoma primary is a school of around 430 pupils, but as our slide 
shows to the pupils have shown, it is little more than mud huts with 
thatched roofs. The only toilets available for the children are two 
bamboo screened latrines. The £5000 we hope to raise will build a 
brick toilet block with running water. At present, the children cannot 
fetch water from the water source a mile away, due to the danger of 
lions!  
 
We have already collected a sizable sum, especially since we also 
held a staff basketball match and a staff karaoke. However, we 
urgently need all pupils who took part in the walk to collect money 
from their sponsors, to help us reach our goal. 
 

NEW ROOMS AT DARLAND 
 
After half term, we will be finally moving out of our rather old and battered mobile classrooms, which have been the 
base for our Languages Faculty for many years. We have a number of new rooms in the main school building which 
have been renovated to provide a new home for our students. However, to help your child, please remind them that 
some of their teachers will have changed their classrooms. 
 
Miss F Jones – Room 10 (old Skills Plus room) 
Miss Ll Medi – Room 9 (old Technology room) 
Mrs A Hancock and Mrs K Smith – Room 23b 
Mrs Jess – Room 26 
Mrs Wood – Room 21 
Mrs McDonald – Room 14 (next to staffroom) 
Mr Higgins – Community Room (in Sports Centre) 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Wednesday 2nd November - Year 10 Health and Wellbeing Morning 
Wednesday 9th November - Numeracy in the Workplace  

Thursday 10th November - Parents Forum 7pm 
Friday 18th November - Belgium Trip 

Wednesday 23rd November - Year 8 Parents Evening 
Friday 25th November - Training Day 

Monday 5th December - Commencement of Year 11 Examinations 
Thursday 8th December - Performing Arts Evening 
Monday 12th December - Year 11 Car Safety Talk 
Tuesday 13th December - Year 11 Photographs 

Wednesday 14th December - DT trip to Liverpool 



BEST FEET FORWARD FOR CHARITY 

 
 

Thursday 13th October dawned bright and sunny as students and staff enthusiastically gathered for the annual 
sponsored walk along the lanes of Rossett.  

The students were helping to raise money for Nyabigoma Primary School in Masindi, Uganda.  The school has very 
poor toilet facilities and our aim is to raise £5000 to improve this aspect of their school life.  Each year group was given 
a particular theme to make this challenging event memorable and fun.  Waves of colour wandered along the lanes of 
Rossett as each year group wore a dedicated colour creating a colourful rainbow of walkers. 

TOTAL SO FAR IS £3903.10  with money still coming in - WELL DONE EVERYONE!          

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

Year 11 student Alis Veale along with Mr Seller held a very successful and popular MacMillan coffee morning during 
Friday 30th September, with cake sales being held at break time, raising a staggering £155.83 Many thanks for all the 
contributions and if you baked, nibbled, nattered or sipped we couldn't have done it without you. 
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Mr S O’Hagan - I previously taught in Ellesmere Port Academy before moving to Darland High School. It is 

where I trained to become an English teacher but after 4 years I decided it was time to move on. I have          
qualifications in both English and media and I am extremely passionate about both subjects. Before becoming a 
teacher I was a chef for just over 12 years. It was in the catering industry that I realised I enjoyed the training 
and teaching of young trainees that I decided to transfer the skills into the education sector. Some of my      
hobbies include music (both playing and listening), sports, cooking and most importantly, spending time with 
my wife and daughter who is quickly approaching 2 and a half.  

Mr D Jones - I have a background in Archaeology and other fields in the private sector including work in    

Holland and Australia. I then moved back to GB where I began my career in education.  
I have worked at various schools in the area with experience in teaching all the Humanities subjects, before 
coming to Darland.  

Mrs K Smith - I've just joined the amazing Languages Faculty here at Darland, where I teach French. Prior to 

working at Darland I taught in Northolt, West London and I moved to Wales with my husband and young 
daughter over the summer. I absolutely love the beautiful scenery here - it's a stark contrast to London living! 
In my spare time I love exploring the outdoors and then rewarding myself with cake afterwards. I also enjoy 
travelling, cooking and arts and crafts but my main passion is all things language-related.  

Mr D Reeves - I was brought up in Wrexham and attended Ysgol Morgan Llwyd. On leaving school I studied 

Chemistry and Biochemistry at Salford University before doing my PGCE at Aberystwyth University. I have 
taught key stage 3 science and both GCSE and A level Chemistry at Ysgol Ardudwy in Harlech and Ysgol         
Penweddig in Aberyswtyth. I moved back to Wrexham last Summer and did a years supply teaching in the area 
before joining the staff at Darland.  

Miss R Benham - I am one of the new Science teachers here at Darland. I'm covering for Mrs  Owens'        

maternity leave and am really looking forward to start teaching some great lessons with some fun practical's!  

Mr G. Seller - I have a master’s degree in physics and teaching has been something I have always wanted to 

do. Passing on my enthusiasm and subject knowledge for physics in the classroom I can honestly say that I am 
living the dream.  

  Mr A. Newland -   I’m delighted to be appointed as Physical Education Teacher at Darland High School.  

  Coming from a coaching background, I am looking forward to developing the sporting talent here at Darland 

      High School and continuing our strong tradition of excelling in local fixtures and competitions.  

 

RESTART A HEART  
On Tuesday 18th October, students from years 7 and 8            
participated in the  European Restart a Heart Day. The aim of the 
day was to train as many young people as possible with the 
knowledge of how to save a life and to empower a new            
generation of life savers.  

“Knowing I can make a difference really matters.  
If someone suffers a cardiac arrest I hope I will be able to step up 

to the challenge and start CPR. “  
- MEGAN ADCOCK 8F -  



DARLAND OPEN DAY 
The photographs on this page remind us of the wonderful Open Evening that we held at the beginning of this month. 
Our Open Evenings are always a time for the school to celebrate and showcase the many opportunities that are 
offered in a Darland education and this year was no different with a wealth of stunning displays and legions of smart, 
friendly ambassadors ready to guide our visitors around.  

SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS 
 

The PE Department has enjoyed a  very busy  Autumn Half Term  
 

NETBALL 
Congratulations to the following girls who were selected to represent Wrexham at the North East Wales inter-counties 
tournament. The tournament was held at Deeside Leisure Centre on 12th October. The U14s team included: Megan 
Adcock, Frankie Thomas, Liz Wilkinson, Sasha Thomas, Ella Hunter and Sarah Ashfield. The U16s team included: Emily 
Prandle, Lucy Parry, Maddy Williams, Cait Williams, Caitlin Jones, Ffion Birkbeck, Antonia Smith, Anna Burns and Daisy 
Nelson. Wrexham entered two teams in both age categories, and came a very respectable 2nd and 4th place in both 
the U14s and U16s competitions.  We would like to wish the girls the best of luck at the North East trials! 

NEWS FROM THE PITCH 
GIRLS FOOTBALL 

This year the department have been able to enter two girl’s Football teams into the Welsh cup, sadly the Under 13’s 
were knocked out by an experienced Rhyl side in the first round; however these girls are now involved in training 
sessions with Wrexham Football club and are looking forward to some upcoming friendlies over the year. The Under 
15’s are currently preparing for their second round against St Brigids (Denbigh) which they will be playing in the next 
couple of weeks. They also gained a respectable draw against Dinas Bran in a friendly.  
 

BOYS FOOTBALL 
Year 7’s have won two close contests to qualify for the third round of the Welsh Cup. The year 8’s remain undefeated 
as they pursue with their local fixtures in Wrexham. Our year 9 team are also through to the second round of the 
Welsh cup and are awaiting their next fixture. Year 10’s have made an encouraging improvement after a great win in 
their last game. 

The year 8 and 9 Football teams had a very prestigious fixture against King’s school, Chester. In two entertaining 
matches, the pupils emerged with great credit to claim draws in both games, Well done to all who played! 

 

RUGBY NEWS 
 
School teams have performed very well and currently remain unbeaten in all fixtures, which is tremendous news for 
all boys involved.  
 

CHESTER MARATHON 
A huge thank you to the year 10 GCSE PE students who volunteered to helped out 
with the drinks station for the Chester half marathon. The students arrived at Darland 
Lane at 8:30am on Sunday 2nd October, and began setting up the drinks stations 
ready for the thousands of runners who were due to come past. It was a chilly start 
to the day, but it soon warmed up by the time the first competitor was due at around 
9:45am! As well as the year 10 GCSE PE students handing out drinks and energy gels, 
there were also three year 11 students, Iwan Thomas, Henry Soper and Callum 
Mckenry who played music for the runners passing by, keeping them motivated at 
the 9 mile mark!! They even played a rendition of Frozen’s “Let it go”, as one of the 

charity runners went passed dressed in an Olaf costume. Thank you again to all the volunteers!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


