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The GriffinThe GriffinThe Griffin   

                                       

Dear Parents,  

 
As I write this, our senior students are completing their Pre Public Exams in the school hall. They 
have worked very hard in the run up to these and like us all, are looking forward to the end of 
term and the Christmas festivities. We have enjoyed a stable and fruitful term at Darland and as 
the following pages attest, there is so much that takes place in Darland outside the classroom. 
From our fantastically successful fundraising day for Children In Need, to the triumphs of our 
sports teams, we have had a very busy term. 
 
Last week the governors published their Annual Report to Parents. This document reviews the 
achievements of pupils at the school in the academic year 2016-2017 and details the work of the 
governing body over that time. The Report is available on the school website, but should you 
require a hard copy, please contact the school office and we will be happy to post one out to you. 
As you will be aware, we have been trying to acquire email addresses for all parents and are 
pleased to report that we have over 60% to date. In the first two weeks of the spring term we will 
be launching a campaign to collect the remaining email addresses and will be grateful for your 
support in this. Once we have email addresses, we will be able to email out newsletters, letters 
and reports; therefore providing a safe and reliable method of getting information to you. 
 
This newsletter should reach you before our Performing Arts Evening on Thursday 21st Dec at 
7pm. I urge you to come and support this, since every year the standard of talent never ceases to 
amaze. Please remember that term restarts for pupils on Tuesday 9th December. May I wish all of 
you a very happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

 
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Monday 8thth January - Training Day - School closed to all students 
Tuesday 9th January - School open 

Wednesday 17th January - Year 11 Parents Evening 
Thursday 18th January - Year 7 Crucial Crew 

Tuesday 30th January- Year 9 Options Evening 
Thursday 8th February - Year 10 Parents Evening 

Friday 9th February - School closes for Half Term 
Monday 19th  February - School Opens  

 

 

‘A POLAR EXPERIENCE’ - Year 10 Photography Students at Talacre Beach, December 2017 



CELL MODEL MAKING 

This term, Year 7 had been set the challenge of making a model cell out of everyday items. They rose to the challenge 
and all of the models have been outstanding. The science department has seen cells made out of cake (which was very 
yummy), Lego, polystyrene, clay, fabrics and paper mache . 

All models were scientifically accurate and were accompanied with a factsheet giving detail about the cell parts. The 
project has shown how well Year 7 have embraced science and their enthusiasm for the subject has been fantastic. 

A great term Year 7. Thank you for all your hard work and dedication. 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL RUGBY 
WALES V GEORIGIA 

Pupils at Darland had a wonderful trip down to the Principality Stadium this half term to watch Wales v Geogria. The 
singing of popular Welsh anthems on the coach was led by Mr D Jones in preparation to soak up the atmosphere of 
Cardiff on International Day. While the performance on the pitch was lacklustre, the pupils behaved impeccably, 
drawing praise from several members of the public. A big thank you to the staff who accompanied Mr Jones down and 
made the trip run smoothly. 

 

 

 

TTROCKSTAR 

Do you want to practise your Times Tables? Now is the chance to do it anywhere! TTRockstars have launched an app. 
All points will go towards the prize totals at the end of term. To get it, simply download the app from your app store 
and use the login details as you would in school. 

HEGARTY MATHS 

Exciting times ahead for the Maths department at Darland. We have been chosen to 
be part of the Hegarty Maths family. This is a ground breaking online diagnostic 
learning tool that will excelerate the pupils’ maths ability and confidence. Parents will 
receive a separate information pack shortly. However, for more information, check 
the school app. 

 
 



SPLASHING THE CASH FOR PUDSEY 
 

 
Staff and students wholeheartedly  sponsored the BBC's 'Children in Need' this year by 
hosting a cake sale and non uniform day.  The grand total  of £1747.81 was raised and 
pictured are Year 9 students with Kath Pearson and Matt Davies from New Directions 
who kindly donated cakes too. 

Thanks to everyone for contributing cakes to make our fundraising a success. 
 

BALFOUR TRUST SUPPORT 
DUKE OF ED AT DARLAND 

The Balfour Trust have donated the sum of £500 to Darland High School. 

The money is being used to support the important work being done at the school with 
engaging students in outdoor activities and community work. 

This year, the money will be used to develop the Duke of Edinburgh’s award 
scheme.  Mike Jones, who is a governor at the school , said ‘ I have worked in 
partnership with the Balfour Trust for two years and they have been really helpful and 

supportive of our students and staff. I know that Mr Coyne and the other staff who put so much work into developing 
the programme at Darland are really pleased because the money will enable students to complete their bronze award 
and begin their preparations for next year’s silver award work’. 

The photograph shows the cheque being presented to Darland students Liam O'Toole, Deputy Head Boy and Abby 
Royce, Deputy Head Girl by Mr Mike Thompson of the Balfour Trust. 

CYMRAEG, CYMRAEG, CYMRAEG 
 
Well, what a two days! It certainly felt like a week (in a good way) in Glan Llyn. Mr De Silvia, Miss Medi and I ventured 
with 31 students from year 9 to Bala, on a cold winter’s week, and luckily, we missed the snow. 
 
It was action packed with activities.. from playing on the lake in canoes (with some 'accidentally’ falling in) much to 
their excitements to bowling, archery, wall climbing and climbing high in the trees. Not only did the students (and 
staff) have a fantastic time, but by the end of the two days, the students’ Welsh had improved SO MUCH! They were 
using spoken Welsh with us, and growing in confidence to use it with the Glan Llyn staff, and some even with 
each other! 
 
We enjoyed some fantastic food (when we were there) and this was yet another opportunity for the students to use 
their Welsh, and the kitchen staff said that they were amongst the best and most polite students they had met. We 
were extremely proud of them. 
 
Diolch yn fawr to Miss Medi, for her kindness and support throughout the trip,  and to Mr De Silvia for agreeing to 
help out last minute, and for the 'dancing rendition' on the last day!  
 
Diolch finally to the students that came.  

 
 

 

 



SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS 
 

The PE Department has enjoyed a  very busy  Autumn Term  
 

NETBALL 

Well done to Year 11 girls who narrowly missed out on winning the Ann Smart Tournament held at Gwyndwr on 
Monday 20th November. It came down to goal difference of one goal! That was their last tournament as a team, 
therefore Miss Jones and Miss Gardner would like to thank the players for all their hard work over the last 5 years!! 

Congratulations to the following students who have been selected to represent North East Wales in Netball 
U14s: Frankie Thomas, Liz Wilkinson, Grace Bithell, Sasha Aldridge and Megan Adcock 
U16s: Maddy Williams, Antonia Smith, Caitlin Jones, Cait Williams and Hannah Bagby. 

The players will be representing their team at the Intercounties tournaments which are to be held in January. Good 
luck girls! 

FOOTBALL 

In the third round of the Welsh Cup a last minute wonder strike from Morgan Thomas-
Sadler sealed a 3v2 win over Brynhyfryd. The other goalscorers were James Smith and 
Joel Edwards. Man of the Match was awarded to Ethan Churchill for a confident and 
composed performance at centre back. 
 
 
A huge well done to the girl’s football team who were recently crowned champions of 
Wrexham at the Wrexham School Girls football tournament! They braved the freezing 
cold conditions to beat Morgan Llwyd 1-0 in the final. 

 

 
GYMNASTICS 

In the Urdd Gymnastics competition we had lots of success stories; Frankie Thomas, Megan Royce and Emily Owen 
placed 1st in their trio, and as a result they will be heading down to the national competition in the New Year. Megan 
Adcock and Hattie Tynan placed 2nd in the KS3 pairs, Holly Jones and Jade Edwards also placed 2nd in the KS4 pairs. 
Bella Jones placed 3rd in the KS3 individuals. Thank you to all the students for their hard work and commitment to 
training. 

CROSS COUNTRY 

Darland had some really good results in the Cross Country, notably Lewis Parry 
(Yr11), Harry Ashfield (Yr7) and Phoebe Norfolk (Yr9) came 1st in the races for their 
ages categories. For those who finished in the top 8, they will be moving on to the 
next round to represent Wrexham in the North East Wales competition in the New 

Ye
ar. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 


