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Dear Parent/Carer, 

I am writing to provide you with clarification regarding key aspects of our uniform standards at 
Darland. As parents and carers, your continued support of our high expectations is vital. As you are 
aware, at Darland we believe that a smart uniform is very important; it demonstrates the pride that 
students take in our school and themselves.  Hopefully, by providing clarity regarding our uniform 
expectations to parents/carers at this stage, it will ensure that if you are buying items of school 
uniform between now and the start of the new academic year, then you are fully aware of our 
uniform requirements.  

From discussions with many stakeholders, it is apparent that we need to eliminate any potential 
ambiguity on the style of black trousers that are being worn to school and provide clarification on 
what ‘styles’ are acceptable. This will ensure that we have smarter standards of appearance from 
our students and, crucially, will also mean that valuable staff time is not spent dealing with issues 
relating to problems with school uniform.  

With regards to black trousers, the requirement is that they are plain black ‘business style’ trousers. 
The following styles are not acceptable styles of trousers to be worn as part of the Darland uniform: 
 
Cropped trousers; Skin-tight trousers; ‘Cigarette’ style trousers; Ski-pants; Leggings; Jeans; 
Chinos; Viscose stretch-type trousers; Low-Rise Hipsters 
 
It is crucial to point out that simply because a high street retailer may include certain styles of black 
trousers in their designated ‘school wear range’, this is not assurance that they will fit with the 
Darland Uniform policy and our expectations. 
 
Linked to this, recently there has been an increase in the number of students who are wearing 
‘cropped’ trousers to school coupled with ‘trainer socks’. From September, this will not be permitted. 
All students will need to wear plain regular black socks to school. Students who chose to wear 
trousers must ensure that the bottom of the trouser sits on their shoe, i.e, no gap in between which 
has ankles on show. 

 
The intention of this letter is to ensure that all parents/carers and students are aware of our 
expectations regarding uniform and therefore avoiding unnecessary confrontations with students 
returning to school in September not dressed in accordance with the school uniform policy. 

Thank you in advance for your co-operation in this matter and for your support for the standards we 
wish to uphold as a school.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs L Easton – Assistant Headteacher 
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